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Fundraising Variety 


50 cents per 
paper 





Community Service Classifieds 


Do you need a service, do you have a service you would like to offer to the community? Do you have items that you do not need that 
are still serviceable for which you would like to find a new home? Free classifieds for individuals only and items to be given away 
only. Edmonton Street News takes no responsibility for transportation or outcomes of any transactions. 


Help Wanted Belly dance lessons. The Mustard Seed is inter- Square. Tickets: $5 each or two 
Qualified instructor. Call Shaun ested in promoting Aboriginal and for $7, available through vendors, 
An opportunity to increase at 433-5843. inner city artists. Call Linda at or at the Lighthouse Mission at 
your hand skills and earn some ‘ 428-0805 or Les at 426-5600 to 10339 between 10 a.m. to noon 
income. Need interested Noon hour yoga classes have your art critiqued. Monday to Friday, or call 428- 
person to learn building model your workplace. Senior instructor 0805. All money raised will go 
historic boats and get furniture a A) gagds etaa ee ae Edmonton Street News directly towards printing costs for 
restoration experience. Pay will be “ea eseaae Lc i igasae Re Annual Fundraising Variety the Edmonton Street News and to 
a share of the sale of these prod- B ‘ Show help a vendor to attend the North 


Friedel Khattab School of Yoga. 


ucts. Part or full time, possibly 
Interested in becoming a yoga 


some work can be done at home. American Street Newspaper 


Inner city location. Call 465-5080, instructor? Ask about our teacher Will be on Friday, May 6 at the Conference this July in Halifax, 
ask for Ken. training certification program. Library Theatre, Stanley A. Milner Nova Scotia. 
Call Linda at 428-0805. Library at 7 Sir Winston Churchill 















Earn money. Sell Edmonton 


Street News. Call 428-0805. dpe eek Mee Can't find Edmonton Street News 
language. Tutoring. $10 per hour. 

Person to sell ads Instructor has CerTESL, TEFL 2 

for Edmonton Street News. Work and TESL training. Call Norma at on the street ; 

on commission basis. No 483-5954. Get a years subscription for $30. 

Experience necessary. Call Linda Send your cheque or money order to: 

at 428-0805. For Sale Authentic Aboriginal ) q y 


Linda Dumont 
Edmonton Street News 
9312-109 Avenue 
Edmonton. Alberta 
TSHAES 
] Yes, Please send me Edmonton Street News. 


dream catchers. Hand made to 
order. Call Glen at 428-0805. 





Services 





Layout and design 
Brochures, cards, posters, book- 
lets. Call Edmonton Street News Wanted 








at 428-0805 or email Donations of TV sets, 
theresa.mcbryan@gmail.com microwaves, fry pans and other Name 
small appliances, jeans, blankets Address 
Richard's car washing and computers. Can be dropped City Province 


and odd jobs including yard work. off at the Lighthouse Mission on 
Affordable rates. Call Richard at the corner of 103A Avenue and 95 
504-2436 any time from 6:30 Street between 6 and 9 p.m. 

a.m. to 11:30 p.m. nightly. 
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The deadline for advertise- 
ments and submissions for the 
next issue is April 10th. 

_ Phone: 428-0805 
Email:dumontic@hotmail.com 
_ Address: 

9312-109 Ave. 
Edmonton, AB 
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The views presented in this publication are 
those of the writers. 


NEED 
MONEY? 


Sign up to be a vendor, 
Sell Edmonton Street 
News. 


Papers can be picked up at 
Lighthouse Mission, 10339- 
95 Street 10 a.m. to noon 
or 9312-109 Avenue after 
hours. Call first, 428-0805. 
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Editorial: 


Selling Papers is a Job Not a Hand-out or a Hand-up 


I started my career 
as a street newspaper 
vendor out of despera- 
tion back in 1993. That 
was the year when the 
Edmonton City Centre 
Church Corporation 
brought Spare Change 
newspaper from 
Vancouver for us to sell 
on Edmonton streets. ® 
To make it more local, 
a four-page insert of 
Edmonton content was placed in the middle of 
the paper. 

At the time I was subsisting on welfare, and 
unable to even look for work. One afternoon 
the bill collector called wanting the final install- 
ment on an old student loan. I had stalled him 
off the week before saying [ would send a post 
dated cheque, but never sent it. 





"Where is that post dated cheque you 
promised," the bill collector said. 


"Tl mail it as soon as I get the money fora 
stamp," I said. 


"Why don’t you just drop it off at the office,” 
he said. 


"But sir," 1 protested. "If I can’t afford a 
stamp, how can [ afford bus fare?” 
The bill collector hung up, and I sat there 


Natasha Laurence: 
A Writer With a Cause 


Natasha Laurence is a writer with a bite. 
Although she prefers to live quietly and to stay 
in the background, (she doesn’t even have a 
telephone) her writing has been right out there, 
defending the rights of the poor and marginal- 
ized. She was the controversial editor of Our 
Voice for two years, then, after a break from 
newspaper writing, joined Linda Dumont to 
launch an alternative street newspaper, 


PHYSICAL 


TRAINING 











LIGHTHOUSE 


A LIGHT IN THIS WORLD OF DARKNESS 


COUNSELLING 


FRIENDSHIP 


Reverend Sedrick Vassell 
10339 - 95 Street, Edmonton, Alberta 


Phone/Fax (780) 426-5817 - Cell (780) 995-5997 


on the floor in the middle of my living room’) 
just holding the dead phone. It was the first 
time a bill collector had hung up on me. I m 
be a pretty sorry case. It struck me then that 
no one should live like that — wat even the 
money to mail a letter. 
It was just too much! The next day 1 
first 20 copies of the Vancouver Spare Chaz 
from the Bissell Centre casual labour offi 
Selling papers enhanced my life. The 1 
I earned became my security. I knew I coul 
earn money for the things I needed — thos 
necessities of daily life like postage stamps 
money for school field trips and other thin; 
that require cash. There are some needs that 
only cash will meet. 
I went on to publish a paper. Even though 
Edmonton Street News has been published for _ 
more than a year, I still felt a real sense of loss. 
when I heard that the Bissell Centre was no 
longer going to be funding Our Voice. | always _ 
believed that the street newspaper was the one 
program of the Bissell Centre that really helped 
people to become independent by providing _ 
employment and encouraging creativity. Unlike 
programs that involve handouts or counselling, 
this program helped us to get on our feet. 
For vendors, selling papers is not a hand- 
up or a hand-out but a job. 














By Linda Dumont 


Edmonton Street News (ESN). 

Her coverage of the Randy Fryingpan case 
in ESN was later picked up by other major 
media outlets, and even made it to the Amnesty 
International website. 

Laurence retired from editing Edmonton 
Street News after only a few issues when in 
December 2003 she was awarded the Alberta 
Foundation for the Arts grant to write a book, 
and she made the transition to full time writ- 
ing. She managed to finish her novel Notes 
From a Prairie Silence, and has a publisher who 
has shown an interest in the book. 

The novel is about, what else, but police 
brutality in Edmonton’s inner city. 

This winter, Laurence a won a $2,500 
award from the Union of Canada Short Prose 
Competition for Developing Writers. Her short 
story entitled Road Conditions was selected 
from among 330 other entries. 

"It’s not like free money," Laurence said of 
her award. "It’s like Thank God it came." She 
said the money was already pre-spent on utili- 
ties and other household expenses. 

Laurence was especially pleased to have 
won for her fiction. It has always been her 
dream to be a fiction writer and she said she 
has tried to write short stories for most of her 
life. "But I’ve had a lot of kids — six in all with 
three still living at home. And my adult kids 
are close. I have two grandchildren - so it’s 
been hard to find time for writing." 

At present her writing is her only source of 
income, so she approaches writing as employ- 


ment. 
By Linda Dumont 
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A HABOUR IN A SEA OF TURMOIL 
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Re ots Al did not like his picture being taken but some photographers are just downright sneaky. — 





Quinn Wade 


A Street Corner That Seems Empty Now 


Wanted to let you know that Al Koe (OV ven- 
dor on Jasper and 101st) has passed away. 

Last time I saw him, he was all bundled up 
and it wasn't cold out, at least not by comparison. 
I could get by with a light jacket, so I figured 
something was up. I went up to say hi to him and 
he was sweating buckets. I asked him if he was 
ok, and he just said "it's this flu. I've had it for 
what seems like ever and I just can't shake it." It 
was all I could do to look in his eyes, and some- 
how, I don't know how, I sort of knew it was pret- 
ty serious. He asked for a smoke of mine, even 
though he had his own that day, so we had a last 
smoke together I guess. Then I didn't see him 
again. 

Today I landed down there in my usual area, 
to find someone else there with a sign that said 
"Al Passed away" so I stopped and asked. Turns 
out this guy lived upstairs from Al, and he just 
went to sleep and didn't wake up. Heart just 
stopped. I still go down to the corner and half 
expect to see him there, knowing in my head that 
I won't. There's a part of me that would like to see 
a little statue of Al in his scooter there, maybe 
that's just the part that wants to hang on, so it 
won't look, and feel, so empty now down there. 

I watched this guy holding the "Al has passed 


away" sign, and it was such an interesting juxta- 
position between the business sector and this guy. 
People went by, some of whom may or may not 
have ever noticed he was there, talking on cell 
phones, having conversations in acronyms, and 
going about their daily lives, still not noticing he 
was NOT there, or moreover, that he would never 
be there again. I wasn't there for a long time, but I 
didn't see one person seem to take notice. Maybe 
some did when I wasn't around. I hope so. 

There have been some brief but really good 
memories of him out there. When one of us street 
rats goes missing, we realize then how much of 
the ambiance we really were to the city. 

The first time I met Al, I came whizzing 
around the corner on my way to the bank. Heck, I 
was dressed in my suit shirt and tie at the time. It 
felt like I was totally wheeling on air that day, I 
guess it was one of those days you have when the 
sidewalks seem lined with gold or something. In 
any event, I almost ran over Al who was planted 
on the corner so I screeched to a stop. He just 
started to laugh, and we hit it off. I went to the ~ 
bank, came out and bought us both a coffee. We 
shared a smoke, and joked around about our "rez 
chairs." His scooter had more duct tape on it than 
it did anything else, and mine wasn't in great 


The York Loses More Than Its Bouncer: 
Charlie Ford 





Charlie Ford passed away in January, and his 
loss is strongly felt at the York Hotel where he 
worked as a bouncer for 42 years. The York Hotel 
just isn't the same without Charlie. He knew and 
loved people and was respected by most of the 
York's clientele. He was usually very diplomatic 
instead of using force when he had to get someone 
to leave because they were violent or had too 
much to drink. 

One day a street pastor, who has frequented 
the York Hotel for over ten years, offered Charlie 
some postcards from the Bible Society. Charlie 
accepted one, gave it away and came back several 
times for more. In the next few weeks, Charlie had 
distributed a number of postcards with messages 
from the Bible and even some pocket Bibles in the 
York. This is an example of Charlie's open mind- 
edness and willingness to share. Numerous people 
have expressed how generous he was in helping 
out with rides, moving, food, shelter, money etc. 
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"Charlie Ford was the York," said hotel patron 
Glen Dumont. "Once when I was sitting drinking 
at a table with five other guys, Charlie came by, 
and said, 'Out". I was going to leave as well, but 
he said 'Not you, Dumont.' I was left sitting there 
with three full jugs of beer. I asked Charlie what I 
was supposed to do with it. He just laughed." 

Robert Able, after five years, still remembers 
how Charlie politely escorted him out, cautioned 
him to hide his money and called a cab for him. 
Hundreds of similar acts of kindness could be 
related about Charlie. 

Many people covering several generations were 
at Charlie Ford's funeral January 28 at the Park 
Memorial Funeral Home. Pastor Hugh 
Clendenning from the Mustard Seed Street offici- 
ated. Charlie had worked at The Mustard Seed for 
six months on an Alberta Community 
Employment grant in 1996, 

People in the York referred to Charlie as a 
man with an ‘iron heart’, and a heart of gold, 
meaning that he was strong emotionally and 
physically, but very generous. 

Charlie's favourite pastime was fishing. Jenny 
remembers digging worms out of her garden for 
him. One day while he was ice fishing at Mink 
Lake by Mameo, he sank through the ice with his 
truck. We're all glad he survived then. 


By Pedro Schultz 


shape either. We got talking about different ways 
to soup up our chairs/scooter and different ways 
to make it look cool using of course, duct tape. 

As time went on, I saw Al frequently going 
back and forth to various things downtown. 
Sometimes he had a smoke for me, and some- 
times I had one for him, but we both always had a 
wave for each other. When I started to busk down 
on Jasper, I was a little concerned he might take 
issue with that, but he didn't. He later told me he 
heard me playing "Little Brown Jug" and liked it 
I'd see him there, even on the coldest days, selling 
OV all bundled up. When I didn't see him, it 
became "hmm I wonder what happened to Al?" I 
knew he usually didn't work Mondays, but on the 
off days, I would sort of get concerned if he wasn't 
around. It was like some part of the street was 
missing. 

It's empty in the spot where Al used to be 
now. I think I'm going to leave some tobacco and 
flowers down there tomorrow morning. Maybe we 
should all leave something there in his spot. Heck, 
I think there should be a plaque there. If I was 
rich, I'd want to put a little statue of him like he 
was always there parked on the corner making 
jokes. 


Al. *sigh* you know, I already miss him. The 


spot by CIBC seems to have an eerie sort of 
emptiness to it now. 









. 
: 
"Quinn divides his time eae busking with his 
soprano sax in many venues around town and doing 
graphic design. SpiritWheel is a project he is training 
for, a wheel from Edmonton to St. Paul later in the 
year to raise money for A Traditional Gathering. 

|For information about SpiritWheel 2005, please call 
peer ers or bikie spintwheel@shaw.ca for more © aks. 
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Letter 
Who Rules the World 


In 2004 a secretive group of people met near 
Toronto to focus on the topics that they needed to 
study in order to complete their new world order. 

The Bilderberg's are the New World Order 
and they believe they are the rulers and determi- 
nants of the future of the world. They consider 
themselves the highest echelon of the financial 
and political elite in the world meeting this year at 
the CIBC leadership also known as the "Bohemian 
Grove" of Canada, a suburb of Toronto, for about 
three days during which they discuss global con- 
trol of the air, water and earth as well as the pos- 
sible multi-billion dollar Canadian government 
owned electric utility and hydro. The only media 
or news coverage was by the Toronto Star. 

Known to be in attendance were Jean 
Chretian, Henry Kissinger and the U.S. Defense 
Secretary just to mention a few. The guest list and 
the agenda were considered secret for the confer- 
ence. Members spoke their minds about whatever 
themes of world conquest they envision as having 
the divine right to execute. The group considers 
itself as being "supra -governmental”. The group 
discuss global finances and establish rigid mone- 
tary rates around the world. It determines which 
countries wage war on others. They take their 
name from the Bilderberg Hotel where the first 
meeting took place in 1989. 

We Canadians need to be careful that Stephen 
Harper and those others in attendance do not sell 
us out for the benefit of the New World Order! 


Cindy Smith 


Editors Note: 

And I thought all we had to worry about was being 
taken over by huge corporations , multi-billion dol- 
lar conglomerates, and Wal-Mart and Macdonald's. 


The Poverty Industry: 


Welfare for Social Workers? 


The recent decision of the 
Bissell Center to de-fund the 
Our Voice program has start- 
ed me thinking again about 
the vested interest the 
Poverty Industry has in mak- 
ing sure that destitute people 
stay destitute in order to jus- 
tify it's own existence. 

For instance, the Bissell 
has been crying the blues in 
the media about a $650,000 
loss over the OV program's 
ten-year life. And, yes for 
most of those years it was 
very emphatically a "pro- 
gram", as you Shelly, so 
insistently reminded me the 
many times when I tried to 
suggest that it could be so 
much more. That $650,000 
is a total number that does 
not acknowledge purchases 
of the paper by vendors for 
resale on the street. 

These purchases have 
always paid for the printing 
costs. The remaining balance 
represents ten years of mod- 
est wages for program 
employees, and even more 
modest honorariums for writ- 
ers and other contributors. 
Now these employees and 
contributors, past and pres- 
ent are being told that all 
their years of hard work were 
worth nothing, just a burden on Bissell'’s over- 
stretched budget? Get real Bissell! This is a pub- 
lic insult to the many creative and hardworking 
people who invested so much care and attention 
to making that little paper shine! For shame! In 
my years of association with Our Voice I saw the 
paid staff donate many hours of their own free 
time, evenings and weekends, in addition to the 
hours Bissell paid them, to make the paper valu- 
able to readers and vendors alike. 

Homeless, sick, destitute, desperate people, 
living in misery and dying on our streets are 
absolutely necessary for our economy to func- 
tion. The example of these people is necessary to 
force low-income workers to keep working for 
substandard wages and working conditions 
because the alternative is so much worse. They 
are necessary to support Klein's boast of the 
Alberta Advantage to the Bilderberg crew. These 
advantages are: the opportunity to generate huge 


Housing 101 


More of the 
same old, same 
old from 


Paul Martin, PM 
Allan Sheppard 


Allan Sheppard is a freelance writer and edi- 
tor, and a volunteer writer for Edmonton Street 
News. As a pensioner, he finds himself from 
time to time on the edge of poverty and home- 
lessness. As a self-appointed community 
elder, he thinks and worries about the needs 
of children, youth, parents and others who 
face lives of poverty and inadequate education 
in the midst of unprecedented wealth. 





All right, I lied (sort of). But I still told the 
truth. I said, in last month's column, that the 
federal government does not have a depart- 
ment dedicated to housing. The fact is, 
though, that it has a department called 
Labour and Housing. Which means, I sup- 
pose, that it has a halfway housing depart- 
ment-in name, if not in spirit or commitment. 
The truth remains, though, the neither the » 
government nor the designated department 
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profits with no societal expense, (or conscience), 
concern for worker's livelihoods or safety, or con- 
cern for the environment. These people so coldly 
abandoned on our streets are necessary to con- 
vince multinational business people that 
Canadian lawmakers on all levels do not care for 
their citizens anymore than do the governments 
of Bangladesh or Indonesia, and that they will be 
willing to sacrifice even more citizens’ well-being 
when necessary. Shivering people on the corner 
are Klein’s act of good faith to those people who 
are important to him. This misery is necessary to 
reinforce Canada's spineless acquiescence to the 
edicts of the WTO and global multi nationals and 
NAFTA's stated aim to reduce the lifestyle of 
labour to Ecuadorian standards all over the 
western hemisphere. Without the fate of these 
people constantly before them on their streets, 
Canadian workers might be much harder to 
coerce. 


responsible cares a damn about housing, and 
neither has a housing policy that is worth 
anything to the Canadians who need one. And 
need it now. How else do you explain the fact 
that the recent, lamentable, Budget 2005 
beyond a possible commitment to more of the 
same? Or less, if you take the skeptical view 
(which I, of course, do not). 

Finance Minister Ralph Goodale's first 
mention of housing in his budget speech is 
brief and, well, a bit mealy mouthed, don't 
you think? Accordingly, when our Municipal 
and Rural, Strategic and Border infrastruc- 


ture programs are due to expire in the normal ~ 


course over the next several years, it is our 
clear intention to renew and extend them into 
the future. The same is true for our housing © 
initiatives. The housing initiatives Goodale. 
refers to are the Affordable Housing ; 
Partnerships and Sustainable Remote 
Housing Initiatives. These are joint federal- 
provincial-territorial programs that funds from 
provinces or territories and non-governmental 
organizations with federal money. They yield a 
small fraction of the housing produced in 
Canada before Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney's Progressive Conservative govern- 
ment started to gut federal housing programs — 
and then-Finance Minister Paul Martin fin- 
ished the job with a deficit- busting flourish _ 
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Both the Government 
and the Poverty Industry, 
are in collusion, for their 
own separate reasons to 
intercept the cash, goods 
and volunteer labour that 
kind and charitable people 
(and they are many) wish 
to contribute towards alle- 
viating hardship on our 
streets. To intercept it 
before it is squandered by 
the poor that is. The buzz 
words from above are 
"Hand up, not Hand out." 
So the provincial govern- 
ment co-opts charity dol- 
lars by saying that instead 
of social services for indi- 
viduals it will fund social 
agencies to be service 
providers to the poor. 
Social workers once 
employed by the govern- 
ment have moved to these 
service providers. 

The catch is that these 
agencies have to match 
government dollars with 
charitable donations in 
cash or kind from individ- 
ual donors. Once these 
funds are used as match- 
ing dollars they fall into 
the "Hand up, not Hand 
out." mode. This means 
basically that any dona- 

tion to an agency cannot be used to provide 
direct relief of any kind; it has to go into staffing 
or office space for social workers, to provide talk 
therapy on how to live better, apply for a job, 
access counseling programs and addictions treat- 
ment etc. It cannot, in law, be directed to any- 
thing people really need, to ease their lifestyle, 
like income for food, school supplies or perma- 
nent shelter. So the great bulk of any funds, 
both donated or matching grants (tax payer 
money) must go to keeping middle class agency 
staff employed with an office over their head. 

Of course, to qualify for these matching 
grants organizations have to keep a stable of des- 
perately poor people hanging about. Handing out 
free coffee and soup and providing a warm place 
to hang out after the shelters kick them out for 
the day is good to attract them. Showers, wash- 
ing machines and telephones are useful also.The 
important thing is to keep them from dying, 

under Liberal Prime Minister Jean Chrétien. — 
Please note that that generously vague com- 
mitment extends over five years- assuming, of 
course, that the Martin government gets re- 
elected in the next election, perhaps one or > 
two years away. Smoke and mirrors, folks. 
Sleight-of-word promises and pro-forma men- 
tions. Nothing more. Possibly less. — Bee 

Goodale's second and third references to 
housing acknowledge the special (significant 
and urgent) housing needs of Aborigin: Tau 
Canadians. The solution offered is to | 
the growth of pers oe ‘sector 
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Research Network (CPRI 
Canada Mortgage and 
(Housing Policies: New 
Foundations, March | 
100,000 Canadians 
million, "or nearly 16 


because that reduces the client base and has an 
impact on funding. So all these service providers 
fall in with the government’s agenda to just keep 
as many people as possible circling the drain; 
miserable, ill, desperately unhappy without ever 
challenging the way that their funding priorities 
have been manipulated to reflect the govern- 
ment’s “blame the victim” rational. 

The fact is that, free coffee, old clothes, limp 
vegetables and even a mat on the floor of a shel- 
ter overnight does not address systemic prob- 
lems. These are problems such as, a shortage of 
affordable housing units, inadequate medical 
care for both physical and mental health, and 
dental care. These lacks are aggravated by 
unethical, exploitive and prejudicial hiring prac- 
tices, renting practices which limit access to 
whatever housing there is, policing practices and 
the biggie, (even after the miserable $1.10 
increase) that inadequate minimum wage itself. 

Addressing none of this matters to the 
Poverty Industry. Support for advocacy or anti- 
poverty activism is not forbidden to service 
providers, but is not an activity for which there is 
any government or charitable foundation match- 
ing funds. So it isn’t done. One of the rules is 
that you cannot challenge the status quo, or the 
people who are funding half your program. The 
government’s “blame the victim rational” doesn’t 
hold water. These pathetically inept interventions 
don’t work. This does not matter, because this is 
not about saving money, or lives for that matter. 
It is about control. Studies are showing that it 
would be cheaper just to build permanent hous- 





ing units and give them to people than try to 
sustain them on the street but that would 
require rethinking the whole deserving/undeserv- 
ing poor dichotomy and just solving the prob- 
lem.The poverty industry accepts this control. 
This is where the collusion comes in. 

One telling statistic from a recent American 
study: 

"Researchers at the University of 
Pennsylvania found that a mentally ill homeless 
person can use about $40,000 in services in a 
year." 

For services, read staffing costs, always the 
primarily expense. So basically, nearly every 
homeless person out there is worth a modest 
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need, but even here, surely, the right thing 


yearly income for one social worker. (Hmmm....I 
wonder if it would be possible to get the numbers 
to check out how this correlates on the ground?) 
I suspect that this may, admitted or not be as 
good a reason as any that service providers do 
not protest the limitations on the way that they 
disburse funds, even those they have generated 
themselves.Why kill the Goose that lays the gold- 
en eggs? 

A program like Our Voice was never very well 
suited to this environment. For one thing, every 
$2 given to a vendor is cash that is not available 
to be spent on a social worker's salary. This 
means, on sales of a 7000 press run, $10,000.00 
of charity dollars per month not available to the 
agency because it goes into vendors' pockets 
instead. In a year’ that is $120,000, about three 
wages. 

(Spread over two or three-dozen vendors, this 
is not a definitive cure for poverty, but it is help- 
ful to these individuals). 


_ Support for advocacy or 
anti-poverty activism is not 
forbidden to service 
providers, but is not an 
activity for which there is 

any government or charitable 

_ foundation matching funds. 


Add to that the $150,000 that Bissell claims 
it was paying OV program staff and newspaper 
contributors, and you have a hit of something 
approaching $270,000 in actual costs plus lost 
potential revenue per year. Just over a quarter of 
a million. Match that amount with potential gov- 
ernment funds for politically acceptable (read 
non activist and non-advocacy) programming and 
you are around the half million dollar mark, per 
year. For ten years? That is wages for a bakers 
dozen social workers right there. Does Bissell 
really need any more reasons to cry the blues? It 
is a good argument for spreading the burden 
among a number of different agencies who may 
philosophically support such activism and advo- 
cacy, but cannot afford to take so much resource 
revenue away from_their primary services. 

Our Voice may pull itself together. The paid 
staff has two months to find someone else to pay 
their wages. There is a suggestion floating about 
that an advertising agency might be willing to 
pay the staff salaries in return for fifty to sixty 
percent of the papers pages for advertising space. 
As well, Bissell has committed itself to contribut- 
ing printing costs for two years, to an approved 
organization, for transitional support. So between 
these sources and the money vendors’ pay for 
the paper, the current staff may be able to sal- 
vage enough income to keep their wages paid 
and the paper going. 

At Edmonton Street News, we are just stand- 
ing-by. We have a much simpler, leaner organi- 


many social policies (and for that matter eco- 
nomic policy) depends on the population being 
adequately housed. If we cut through the jar- 
gon, that paragraph makes a simple point: If 
you want good social policy and results-in 
education, health care, public Sane start 
with housing. 

We must ask the same question we asked 
last month: why doesn't the federal govern- 
ment get it when it comes to housing? It is 
worth noting that the current Minister of 
Labour and Housing is one Joe Fontana, who 
has had a generally obscure and undistin- 
guished parliamentary career, except for the 
fact that he was the co-chair, with Paul Martin 
of a 1990 Liberal Opposition task force that 
looked at the housing policies of the Mulroney 
government and made 25 recommendations 
for fixing what their report called a social "cri- 
sis" in Canada. Like Prime Minister Martin, 
Minister Fontana knows as much as any 
politician in Canada about housing. Yet, 
again, like the PM, he is not prepared or able 
to do anything about it. For shame. 


To see CPRN reports on housing, go to 


http: / /www.cprn.org/en/doc.cfm?doc=1188 
and 

http: / /www.cprn.org/en/doc.cfm?doc=1 188 
and follow the "Download" links 





zation with no staffing costs to worry about. We 
are a lot smaller than OV, but much more effi- 
cient. We publish in a very organic manner. 
Because we sell to vendors at very close to cost, 
we have to sell almost all of every issue to make 
enough money to print more, so we don't waste 
newsprint. After our ESN vendors buy enough 
papers to pay for more printing, however long 
this takes, we publish the next paper. 

To Bissell’s credit, Our Voice vendors have 
had the benefit of buying a paper that Bissell 
asserts costs $2.50 to produce, for only $0.50, 
published on a set date. Our Voice often has to 
send extra copies to be recycled. Both vendors 
and customers of Our Voice have been getting a 
very good product for very little money. Would 
OV vendors be willing to pay $2.50 per paper 
and would OV customers be willing to pay $5.00 
per copy? The product is definitely worth it, but 
will the market support that? 

It has been hard for ESN to recruit vendors 
because OV offers a much bigger and better look- 
ing product for the same price. We have been 
basically restricted to those individuals that OV 
for one reason or another rejects as vendors. 
Hopefully, with the Bissell pull out, ESN will be 
on a more level playing field with OV. 

If OV pulls itself together without Bissell, we 
will continue to be "The Other" Street Newspaper. 
If not, well, Our Voice vendors and Our Voice 
writers are welcome to sell and publish in ESN. 
For ESN this would only be a matter of ordering 
more pages and more copies. (Printing costs go 
down with volume.) 

But we will not forget that our efforts are 
antithetical to the very premise of the Poverty 
Industry, because our aim is to reduce poverty, 
not live off the avails. We will remember we are 
anti-poverty activists and social justice advo- 
cates, those evil people who cannot get grant 
support because we do not accept the status 
quo. It's a small resistance, but many small 
resistances can create a large pressure. If you 
would like to support our endeavor, check the 
masthead for contact information or come to our 
Variety Show in May. 


Ref:http: //www.news8austin.com/content/your_ 


news/default.aspPArID=132055 


Theresa McBryan 


a yam, 

you would like to share! 
Yetuorke on photos? 
Let us know, 

This td your 
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Letter to Harvey 


The author of this letterto Alberta Solicitor 
General Harvey Cenaiko likes to share his 
views with the honourable ladies and gentle- 
men of the Alberta Cabinet. This is one of his 
correspondences. Watch for further samples in 
future issues of ESN 


D ear Harvey, 


You are probably getting lobbied a lot 
these-days by soft-headed liberal pinkos who 
think the: recent bad publieityto the 
Edmonto6n Police creategian opporkynity to 
erode the strength of, fic police, tho : 
péoplé who insure of 
ful lives despite th é efforts of crimina 
ning amuck.= 

I've been r 











g the papers and 
1 bunch of no-nothig 





“tf like every ies he that's filed a 
story about this affair to have to take a lie 
detector test about whether they've been 
behind the wheel when over the limit. I bet 
you there'd be needles jumping all over. 
But the rantings from the Edmonton 
Police Commission dwarf the noise from the 
journalists. Suddenly it's in fashion to be 


calling for more civilian contro ‘oyersight 
of the os Jeez z era you were ac 









<now what a wing nut) 


x i bende union guys know about . _ 
¢ world where cops have to ‘eel 
bad guys have enough things / 
alreadjewith judges that 7 
ut more than.a.slap on the” 

eager to twist €very. techfiicali- 

their big fees and not worry 

about crooks going free, and, even if a guy 
ends up in prison it will probably be more 
like a country club than jail. Now people are 
calling for more controls on the boys in blue, 
and encouraging every miscreant to file a 
complaint. 

«We might as well just hand the town over 
to the criminals if a bunch of civilians with 

no idea of how dangerous it is,outthere are 
‘going to get to power trip ari think t they 
should be supervising the 
the policies that determine-W hat they do and 


how and"deciding who should be in charge. | 
| Yowarteh kt 










sionly way to dea} 
tthereisto 4 


procedures every time there was 
ball to deal with they'd be sitting around fill- 
ing in forms most of the time and the streets 
wouldn't be safe for the rest of us. 
The way police. hands are tied already by 








endless procedures and rules is ridiculous. 
Why would you go through all the legal 
process with some bad ass crack dealer or 
pimp that's going to be set free despite his 
obvious guilt because some judge and lawyer 
thinks a technicality of the law is more 
important if you can just get him in a back 
room with his head over a toilet bowl and 
smack him with the cover a few times while 
you flush and then tell him you don't want 
to see him around again? Why put up with a 
bunch of drunks hanging around outside 
Edmonton Centre panhandling decent people 
if you can just march a couple of them into a 
lane late one night and demonstrate what a 
chunk of pipe can do to a head? We've got to 
get things back under control and the only 
way to do that is to let the police be the 
police. 

Well, the one thing we can be glad of in all 
this mess is that at least the journalists and 
the police commissioners aren't getting upset 
about too much else about the police except 
their actions at the Overtime. If they really got 
carried away and started investigating police 
actions with the real bums around town and 
exploring too far down that path things might 
look bad. I was afraid after they were criticized 
for their treatment of that Randy Fryingpan 
kid the other day that things might go in that 
direction. 

I mean, it just shows how twisted these 
liberal cop-haters are. Here's a drunk native 
brat out making trouble in the middle of the 
night and a poor hard-working cop, a fine 
young man who's grown up loving law- 
enforcement, his own dad the chief of police, 
tries to get him under control, uses a little 
Taser tickle to get his attention, and what 
happens? Next thing you know there's some 
wise ass judge saying young Mike 
Wasylyshen was out of line and those fruits 
at Amnesty International identifying this con- 
stable, who puts his life on the line every 
shift so we can have our comfortable lives, as 
some sort of war criminal at their website. 

Fortunately most of us know deep down 
how difficult a cop's job is and we don't want 
those low lifes around either, so no one's 
going to push for a serious look at how much 
of this informal peace keeping goes on, and 
most of those who have been on the receiving 
end once are smart enough not to want to 
draw attention to themselves again. 
Reporters and police commissioners might 
get all worked up when someone from their 
side of the tracks gets caught up in the 


police trying to do their job but I think we 
can trust they won't have the same enthusi- 
asm to look into a bunch of cases involving 
smelly old native drunks or black refugee 
smart alecks with baggy pants and caps on 
sideways. 

Well, I'm sure it will all blow over. As long 
as real journalists don't pay any attention to 
the bigger picture and it's just some goofy 
crusaders in street newspapers making a 
fuss nothing's going very far. 

And darn, it makes me proud to see the 
way the police have managed to get across 
the point about the dangers of criticizing 
them, when they finally started striking back 
after the Commission fired Chief Rayner. You 
can see the benefits of good strong discipline 
and the old "all for one and one for all" soli- 
darity when you see hundreds of officers 
peacefully, proudly and defiantly standing 
together. They haven't needed to say any- 
thing explicit but we've all got the message 
about the foolishness of crossing one unless 
we want to deal with the whole team. 

Harvey, you're the Solicitor General so 
I'm counting on you to deflect pressure to 
change laws or procedures so a bunch of 
meddling civilians can start trying to have a 
say in what the police do or how they do it. 
Let's just leave the police to look after things 
however they best know to do it and not 
start thinking they need us to supervise 
them. It's the only way to be sure of being 
able to carry on our lives in peace and quiet. 


Proud of my cops, 


Ted White 





Arrest: A man is picked up for being drunk in 
a public place and panhandling outside the 
Strathcona Farmers' Market.The security 
guard said the market may be asking fora 
police officer on duty Saturdays if security 
guards are unable to handle the panhandler 
problem. 


RCMP - MEMORIAL SERVICE - MAR. 10. 2005 


IN MEMORY OF R.C.M.P. Constables: Peter Schiemann 25, Leo Johnston 32, Anthony Gordon 28, Brock ue 29° 


On Thursday March 3, 2005 four young 
officers entered a round building on a 
farm near Mayerthorpe AB., where there 
was illegal marijuana growing operation. 
And there lives were taken by lJames 
Roszko with a rifle who gunned down all 
four RCMP officers. There was no time 
for these officers to defend themselves; 
their lives were needlessly taken. 
According to the local police officers in 
Mayerthorpe, the man who shot them had 
a very bad criminal record and was in 
and out of jail many times; no one could 
go near his farm and he hated all RCMP 
officers. I personally attended the 
Memorial Service at the Butterdome here 
in Edmonton last Thursday and these 
were my feelings about this terrible crime. 
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RCMP Constables: Peter, Leo, Anitcon tal Erode 
Your lives were so needlessly taken, 

You fought the good fight, 

You never gave up, 


And yet you see for justice to prevail,. 
There must have been something wrong. 
With our justice system, 

For the one who killed you all 

And took your lives away, 

Should have been killed 

And not you young RCMP officers, 
Standing up to defend our land 

To fight for what's right, 

And in the end you gave your lives. 


It seems so Tce 

Why did this terrible thing happen. 

And yet when all is said and done, 

We know that many good things 

Have occurred since this tragedy happened... 


For you four brave young RCMP officers: 
Peter, Leo, Anthony and Brock 

Have brought our country down on our knees, 
To give the honour, respect and dignity 

That is so urgently needed for our brave RCMP 
officers, 

Who fight the good fight and go out every day 
So that we can live safely in our land; 

This land that we call Canada 

The land of the oe Casas! astro and = 









Forum to 
Look at Pros 
and Cons of 
Redefining 
Marriage 


Pedro has been a street pastor working 
in the inner city for fifteen years. 





Pedro Shultz 


The issue of same sex marriage has caused 
lively debate. Religious groups and the gay lobby- 
ists have strong convictions about the issue. On 
March 9 at a Town Hall meeting arranged by Peter 
Goldring MP, the topic of redefining marriage was 
presented, but only from one perspective, the one 
Goldring believes in as well as the majority of the 
constituents that have contacted him. About 200 
people attended. 

Speakers at the meeting included Cory 
Markum from Real Women of Canada, Rev. Terry 
Garrett from the Evangelical Ministers' 
Association, Link Byfield from the Citizens' Centre 
and Peter Goldring MP. 

The moderator was Doug Main, former provin- 
cial Conservative cabinet member, who insured 
that the speakers and the audience showed 
respect even when they expressed strong view- 
points. 

A number of people were upset that only one 
side of the issue was presented by the panel. 70 
per cent of the comments and questions from the 
floor were were for same sex marriage. 

Following are some of the pros and cons of 
redefining the marriage to include same sex part- 
ner. I would like feedback from Edmonton Street 
News readers about how you think the issue of 
same sex marriage should or could be handled by 
the government of Canada. 


Pros: 

1. Children are better off in a loving same 
sex home than in an institution or abusive het- 
erosexual home where they may be physical, sex- 
ual or mental abuse. 

2... The concept.of. marriage.has gradually —. 
evolved and so the term should continue to evolve 
to include same sex marriage 

3. Same sex couples who are married will 
have a deeper sense of commitment in the rela- 
tionship. 

4. Legally, the partners will have the same 
rights as heterosexual couples in regards to divi- 
sion of property, inheritance, taxes, sick leave, 
medical benefit packages etc. 


Cons: 

1. When a couple enters into marriage their 
relationship is much more than just a personal 
agreement. It is a commitment or society and to 
God. 

2. Children thrive best in a traditional mar- 
riage environment where they lean their gender 
identity and expectations. They also have a higher 
chance of a secure stable family. 

3. All of the literature and legal documents 





Putting Our 
Money Where 
Our Mouth Is 
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: Lana Philips 
_ A voice for the voiceless. 


orman Kwong's first throne speech, 
eek lca benefits are to 




















ic needs of the 
citizen of our province? 


will have to be rewritten to change the definition 
of marriage from the union of a man anda 
woman to the union of two partners. This will cost 
a huge amount of money which could be better 
spent on housing or other initiatives. 

There are many other reasons on both sides. 
If you feel strongly either for or against changes in 
the definition of marriage, it is important that 
your voice is heard. I believe that the topic could 
be dealt with in three different ways: 


1. A Referendum 


Advantages - this would let the majority 
decide what the government should do about the 
issue. 

Disadvantages - majorities have often been 
wrong. For example, Moses in the desert with over 
1,000,000 people who wanted to go back to slav- 
ery in Egypt, Hitler when the majority of the peo- 
ple allowed the elimination of millions of Jews 
-In the National Post poll 67 per cent of the people 
want a referendum. Of the Liberals 66 per cent 
were in favour, Conservatives - 78 per cent, NDP 
- 50 per cent 


2. Royal Commission 


Advantages - it allows time for reflection to 
decide on an issue that will have long term effects 
on society 
-It can weigh out rights for the majority and 
minority in a just way and gather information on 
the effects of this in the countries that already 
have this law. 

Disadvantages - it will delay the decision 
which some want immediately 
It will cost large sums of money. 

Biased people may be appointed to the Royal 
Commission who may present slanted views 
and/or make unwise recommendations 

I am not aware of any poll as to the desire of peo- 
ple to have a Royal Commission regarding the 
same sex marriage issue. 


3. Vote by MLA's and MP's 


without restrictions 
Advantages: People's representatives can debate 
the issue publicly 
-Minority and majority groups are represented 
since MLA's represent different voters 
Disadvantages: Some minority groups would not 
be represented on an issue they have strong con- 
victions about Eg. People who believe in God may 
be viewed with distrust 
There is less unity within parties which could 
cause dissension among the MP's and members 


Popularity: 28 per cent of Canadians are in 
favour of a vote by MLA's, 28 per cent of Liberals, 
19 per cent of Conservatives, 44 per cent of NDPs 
and 45 per cent of Bloc Quebecois 


Edmonton Street News reporter Pedro 
Schultz send a telegram to MP Peter Goldring 
requesting that he hold another forum to fur- 
ther discuss the subject of redefining mar- 
riage to include same sex partners, but that 
this time both sides of the issue be presented. 
Goldring responded that he will contact David 
Kilgour and try to set up a meeting with him 
and that he would gladly participate if some- 
one else put on a forum to represent the issue 
from the same sex perspective. 


fare allowance for a family of two adults with 
two children is $13,236 per year, compared 
to the most conservative of the new market 
basket measures at $20,942. 

The MBM (Market Basket Measure) is 
Canada's newest low income measuring tool. 
The Alberta government participated in the 
development of the MBM to identify "the 
basic requirements of everyday living.” It 
contains "essential" goods and services 
including food, clothing and footwear, shel- 
ter, transportation, and "other" personal and 
household needs such as furniture, phone 


service, and "modest" levels of reading, recre- 


ation and entertainment. The cost of pur- 
chasing these goods and services is calculat- 
ed, showing the income required to afford 
this basic "basket." 

People on social assistance in Alberta 
receive an income (according to the MBM) 
that provides only 39% - 73% of what it 
costs to buy basic necessities for their 
households. 

Many full time workers earning the mini- 
mum wage in Alberta before the increase 


take cea an. income that ahah te 72% A 


PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


The Traditional Definition of Marriage 


As you may be aware, five years ago, the 
House of Commons voted overwhelmingly to 
uphold the traditional definition of marriage as being 
a union of one man and one woman. Since then, in 
six provinces and one territory, as a result of various 
legal actions, same-sex unions have been deemed 
to be legally defined as marriages, without a vote 
ever having taken place in the various legislatures. 
| strongly disagree with how lawmaking on such a 
fundamental issue is taking place and being imple- 
mented across Canada, by an unelected provincial 
judiciary, without citizens’ direct input. 


The recently-introduced legislation in the 
House of Commons to change the definition of mar- 
riage is a result of a Supreme Court of Canada rul- 
ing on federal government questions. The Court 
ruled that Parliament had the jurisdiction to change 
the traditional definition of marriage to include same 
sex couples. The Court did not say that Parliament 
must change the traditional definition of marriage. 
Thus, a decision to introduce such legislation is a 
political decision, rather than a legal requirement. 


On a matter of such significance to Canadian 
society, | believe that all Members of Parliament, 
after consulting with their constituents, should be 
allowed to freely vote, based on this input and their 
own conscience. Regrettably, not all Members of 
Parliament will be voting freely on this matter, 
regardless of constituent wishes. It is becoming 
apparent that the only way that the people of 
Canada-may. truly have a say: on--this. issue-is - 
through a national referendum, where each citizen’s 
vote may individually have meaning. What do you 
think? 


495-3261 www.petergoidring.ca 





- 86% of what it costs to buy basic necessi- 
ties for their households. 

The minimum wage would need to be 
increased by $1.50 per hour to $7.40 per 
hour to ensure that most households with 
members working would have incomes that 
matched the MBM. This would benefit the 
5.1% of Alberta workers (approximately 
69,800 people) who work for less than $7 
per hour. It would especially improve the 
lives of the 5,250 people who work full-time 
for minimum wage. A minimum wage of 
$7.40 per hour would also bring Alberta 
closer to the four other provincial/territorial 
jurisdictions that currently have minimum 
wages higher than $7.40 per hour. 

I guess we'll just have to wait and see if 
the powers that be will put their JnONEY 
ee their Bote is. 


-Seventy percent of the men who seek 


overnight shelter in the Herb Jaimison 
have jobs? 
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Traditional crafting kept alive 
Doris Bonaise uses traditional tech- 
niques to produce Native crafts, and teach- 
es other women the art and skills of Natice 
crafting that were handed down to her by 

her mother-in-law. Bonaise said she was 
taught that it was a woman's responsibility 
to pass on the skills and teachings of her 
people. 

"I never thought there would be the 
day when I would be happy," said Bonaise. 
"Now today, I am doing beadwork for my 
grandchildren and that is what I am happy 
about. That was what my mother-in-law 
was trying to tell me when I used to throw 
down my beadwork..” 


The Show Must Go On i 


May 6 will be the 
second annual 
Variety Show for the 
Edmonton Street News. 
After the one last year, I 
went home determined 
never again to organize 
such an event. It was a 
big job, and, working 
with talented people 
from a variety of back- 
grounds and levels of 
skill was also challeng- 
ing. Not being profes- 
sionals, some of the per- 
formers didn't show up, 
others cancelled the day 
of the performance. 
What was to have been a 
90-minute show was 
whittled down to 60 
minutes, and the pro- 
grams had to be discard- 
ed due to all of the last 
minute changes. 

There was the 
Raving Poet who devel- 
oped a sore throat and 
had to stay home and 
rest his voice; there was 
the singer who couldn't 
come because of a 
break-up with her man 


ito Friday, 
Call 428-0805 


Edmonton Street News 


Fundraising Variety | 
spe ee 


Library Theatre 
Stanley A. Milner Library 
Sir Winston Churchill Square 


Friday, May 6, at 7 p.m: 


Tickets available from 
ESN Vendors 


and at the 


Lighthouse Mission 
10339-95 Street, 


Tickets sold 
10. a.m, to 
noon Monday 


c~) 


for information 





Tickets $5.00 per 
person or two for $7.00. 





Jimmy, were e staying = 
at my home that } 


| month. Christy knew 


q 
} gency aspirin run and 
| 
y 


| 
how to sew, and { 3 
helped with costumes. y 
| Jimmy helped with thef 
lunch, running last 
minute errands 
including an emer- 


hauling stuff out of 


| the car to the theatre. 


ac th nO PROCS TOE TRE SOMERS BAI IEE SET 


lilustration Derek McCanna 





In the end, after 


| the bills were paid, 
| including the light 


technician, and the 
food, we actually 
cleared about $300. At!) 
least we didn't go in 
the hole! 


year to recover, we are 
ready to do it all § 
again, but with a few 
changes. Instead of 
donations at the door, 
this year we are sell- 
ing tickets. Why? So 
that people who say 
they want to attend 
won't forget to come. 
They will have that 
ticket with the time 


Bonaise has been doing beadwork for 

28 years. He work is crafted in the tradi- 
tion handed down from her ancestors. 
Instead of bone and sinew, she now uses 
needles and thread but the designs remain 
the same, and so does the care in handling 
the leather they are worked on. Each 
colour in the beadwork has a meaning and 
each pattern has a story to tell. The 
designs come from three places - nature, 

jm the native culture and the soul. A little 

Be piece of cath woman is instilled into €ach 


who was also her accompanist. There was poet Betty 
Nordin who was too ill to come and I didn't find out 
until the performance night that she wouldn't be 
there. 

But, there were also those who came 
through as troupers and who were out there 
doing not only their part, but picking up the 
spaces that others had failed to fill. Philip 

=) Jagger read his own special brand of poetry, 
ey complete with dance, acting, and special 
iE Naomi Giroux performed her ballet 
jand modern dances. Cec Garfin and I read 
§ piece she works on, making it unique. Mour poetry. Musician Jerry Lee brought some 
"What does it all mean when you put it | young Metis dancers to jig while he fiddled. 
together? The answer is simple," said = Attendance was poor. Unfortunately I dis- 
Bonaise. "It tells you how to live in peace Scovered, too late, that sending notices to be 
and harmony with nature. That is what it's | @) broadcast on community messages doesn't 
all about. That's the meaning behind necessarily mean they will be broadcast. 
Indian. f Each radio and television station receives 
Producing Native crafts is also a way M many more notices than they can put on the 
for Bonaise to supplement her income. Her } air, and only a few are selected. I put up 
hand-sewn moccasins and mukluks, chok- "posters, had ads in ESN, and told customers 
ers and other crafts are sold at trade and friends, but only a couple of dozen peo- 
shows and venues where Aboriginal crafts ple came out to support our efforts. 
are featured. She also has many private I also discovered, at the last minute, just 
customers who come to her with tracings how many small chores needed to be done. 
of their feet to have moccasins custom Luckily, I had help from unexpected quar- 
made. ters. A young homeless couple, Christy and 


and place as a reminder. i 

And this year we have a new and exciting ff 
line up of performers. Most have had little ’ 
exposure at other fundraising concerts. Some 
are from a street background. Some have 
performed professionally. All share a love of 
performing whether it is dance, music, poetry 
or drama. 

You can look forward to seeing one of our 
youngest performers, 10-year-old Hayley, do 
a gymnastics routine, to watching a newly 
formed belly dance group dance in costumes 
and veils, to hearing Quinn play his sax and 
listening to Sandra Harms who busks in the 
LRT station. There will also be other musi- 
cians and of course, the street poets. The 
line-up of performers is still fluid. There may 
be last minute changes, and some may sud- 
denly find themselves unable to perform, but 
one thing is for sure - the show will goon. § 

Call 428-0805 if you are unable to finda §& 
vendor who can sell you a ticket. Or send - 
your money for tickets to Edmonton Street 
News, 9312-109 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta, 
T5H 1C5. Specify how many tickets you 
want. One ticket costs $5, or you can buy 
two for $7. 











return home after school, With phoning 
around to school friends, mom learned she 
was with another school girl, whom over the 
previous week met a young married couple, 
at a large bus terminal. Along with two 
other’s; a young girl and a fellow in his 
twenties. 

The group went to a local Edmonton 
mall, after a few hours at the mall, the 
school friend went home, while the other 
young lady accepted the married couple’s 
offer of a place for the night. Soon after they 
returned from the mall, mom picked up her 
daughter, and also found another 16 year 
old boy. When asked how everyone knew 
each other, the answer was the same - they 
all recently met at the large bus terminal. 

The mom informed the young couple it 
is an offense to take someone’s child home 
without permission from the parent. 

Everything worked out just fine in these 
two cases, however parents should be 
aware that places like bus terminals can 
hold hidden dangers, caution your children 
accordingly. We can ask for Gods wisdom, 
and protection in these situations, and He 
will answer our request‘s. 


Edmonton Transit is a 
Meeting Place 


People using the Edmonton Transit 
System is a good thing. Keeps down gas 
emissions. Saves on parking. Gets people to 
and from work. Delivers students to schools 
all across the city. This mass of people 
crowd onto the busses and are deposited at 
destinations. Some use the larger bus ter- 
minals to access more busing opportunities. 
People from all walks of life converge 
together. And this also can be a place for 
parents to be concerned. Who is talking to 
our kids? Who is waiting to take advantage 
of the vulnerable? Are school bullys waiting 
to pick on our children? Who is making 
friends with our children? 

I got a phone call from my daughters 
school, the secretary told me she had been 
slapped in the face, and that her best friend 
was being threatened physically; the place 
she was to watch her back was at the big 
bus terminal on her way home. I drove the 
friend home, and she then changed bus 
routes. 


Another young school age lady did not By Sherol Penner 





